
PROTECT OUR NATURAL AREAS
Every Step Counts!

more info  

 

LET’S PREVENT our hiking boots from 
spreading weed seeds and plant pathogens!
Harmful seeds and pathogens can survive in 
soil and plant debris for many years and
be picked up and moved by shoes or tires

 
PLANT PATHOGENS are organisms that cause
disease and often kill plants. They can be 
fungi, bacteria, nematodes, or water molds
and they are often spread by microscopic 
particles called spores. 
 
WE ARE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED about
pathogens in the genus Phytophthora
(Sudden Oak Death, root rots, and the
mold that caused the Irish Potato Famine).
We want to keep them from spreading
native habitats. 
 
 

Healthy Nurseries & Habitats Committee
www.cc.cnps.org/phytophthora/
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endangered Manzanita killed 
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Our boots and car tires can carry i
weed seeds and plant pathogens

START clean an
Clean boots and gear at home!

1. Keep a brush, a spray bottle of alcohol
closeable trash container

2. Before entering a 
natural area, brush the
dirt and seeds from 
the top and bottom of 
your shoes into the 
trash container. 

3. Remove additional dirt 
and plant material 
from your clothing and 
gear. Add to the trash 
container. 

4. Spray the soles of your 
shoes with alcohol. 
 

5. Repeat the process 
back at your car. Don’t 
take home spores or 
weed seeds. 
 

 

invasive brooms 
wipe-out native plants 
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