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1 a. If current conditions prevail, EO persistence for the foreseeable future (i.e. at least 20-30 
 years) is reasonably certain. EOs with low or declining quality may be included if they still 
 appear to have reasonable prospects for persistence for the foreseeable future. In addition, EOs 
 that may persist for the foreseeable future with appropriate protection or management may be 
 included, if that management or protection is currently ongoing. 
         Rank A-C Go to 2 
 
 b. If current conditions prevail, EO persistence for the foreseeable future (i.e. at least 20-30 years) 
 is uncertain because of small population size or area of occupancy, deteriorated habitat, poor 
 conditions for reproduction, ongoing inappropriate management that is unlikely to change, or 
 other factors. 
         Rank C-D Go to 4 
 
2 a. Some aspect(s) of size, condition, landscape context, population size and/or quality and 
 quantity of occupied habitat are optimal, exceptional, or highly favorable. EO is expected to 
 persist in its current condition or better. EO has highly favorable and higher-quality 
 characteristics. 
         Rank A-B Go to 3 
 
 b. Some aspect(s) of size, condition, landscape context, population size and/or quality and 
 quantity of occupied habitat are not optimal or exceptional. EO may or may not persist in its 
 current condition or better. EO has favorable to lower-quality characteristics. 
         Rank B-C Go to 3b or 4a 
 
3 a. Most aspects of size, condition, landscape context, population size and/or quality and quantity 
 of occupied habitat are optimal or exceptionally favorable. EO is very likely to persist for the 
 foreseeable future (i.e. at least 20-30 years). These EOs have characteristics that make them 
 relatively invulnerable to extirpation or sustained population declines even if they have declined 
 somewhat relative to historical levels. If population size is unknown, area of occupied habitat is 
 exceptionally favorable; or the EO has excellent condition and landscape context and a long 
 history of persistence. In most cases, these EOs occupy natural habitat, however, EOs 
 somewhat modified by human actions may still be included if they otherwise meet the criteria. 
         Rank A- Excellent 
 
 b. Some aspect(s) of size, condition, landscape context, population size and/or quality and 
 quantity of occupied habitat are favorable. EO is likely to persist for the foreseeable future (i.e. 
 at least 20-30 years) in its current condition or better. This category includes EOs that contribute 
 importantly to maintaining or improving the conservation status of declining or threatened 
 species but do not meet the A criteria. 
         Rank B-Good 
 
4 a. Few aspect(s) of size, condition, landscape context, population size and/or quality and quantity 
 of occupied habitat are favorable. There may be some uncertainty about the long-term 
 persistence of the EO (i.e. for at least 20-30 years), or the EO may be expected to persist but not 
 necessarily maintain its current quality. Restoration is possible. 
         Rank C-Fair 
 
 b. EO has a high risk of extirpation in the foreseeable future (i.e. at least 20-30 years). 
 Restoration is not feasible and/or not plausible. Stochastic events that would extirpate the 
 population are expected to occur within 20-30 years. 
         Rank D-Poor 


