
Los Padres National Forest Supervisor's Office
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Submit by September 27 via: https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public/CommentInput?Project=62369

Los Padres National Forest Ecological Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Kinports,

I am (IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS APPROPRIATE) from (CITY, COUNTY, CHAPTER, OR
ORGANIZATION) writing to strongly urge that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be
conducted to evaluate any potential and cumulative environmental impacts of the Los Padres
National Forest’s Ecological Restoration Project. The Los Padres National Forest (LPNF) is
important to me because (YOUR PERSONAL REASON). The biodiversity of this special and
distinctive landscape should be preserved for our future generations.

The Los Padres National Forest contains numerous ecological, recreational, and cultural values,
and I am concerned that a landscape scale project of this size (over 235,000 acres) will result in
significant adverse and unavoidable environmental impacts to the forest. Over 500 rare plant
occurrences have been documented within the project footprint, and the proposed project
activities will very likely cause disruption to the plant communities that provide shelter, food,
and habitat for a wide range of wildlife.

The project proposes more than 186,000 acres of fuel reduction treatments, described as the
establishment and maintenance of fuelbreaks in the scoping letter, many in remote and roadless
areas. Fuelbreaks on this scale have the potential to fragment ecosystems, disrupt hydrology,
impact sensitive natural communities, and lead to the loss of rare plant populations. In chaparral
vegetation types, fuel breaks have been shown to increase fire frequency, which can lead to
further degradation of habitat and the loss of shrub species. The project should focus on
implementing fuelbreaks where they have been shown to be effective, adjacent to communities
and infrastructure. An EIS would thoroughly analyze these significant and unavoidable impacts
of the project, offer mitigation measures, and alternatives. This would provide experts and the
public with a full scope of the proposed actions of the project, and allow the time needed to
review and respond to these findings. Please incorporate any input and additional information
provided into the planning of the project, and follow the Code of Federal Regulations regarding
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act by preparing an EIS.



Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

(name)


