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CNPS Fellows Committee 

C/O Dr. David Chipping, Chair 

dchipping@calpoly.edu  

 

December 20, 2017 

 

RE: Nomination of Larry Levine to be a Fellow of the California Native Plant 

Society 

 

Dear Fellows Committee: 

 

We are enthusiastically nominating Larry Levine to be a Fellow of the California Native 

Plant Society (CNPS).  Larry’s phone number is 707-822-7190, and his home address 

is: P.O. Box 4783, Arcata CA 95518.   

 

Since Larry joined the North Coast Chapter of CNPS in May 1987, he has consistently 

been one of our most active, energetic, industrious, loyal, and creative chapter leaders.  

As such, Larry has either directly initiated, been an active participant in, or has had a 

regular and on-going influence or involvement in most of our chapter’s activities, 

including: evening programs, field trips, plant walks, spring wildflower show, website, 

on-line rare plant inventory, publicity, rare plants, conservation, and 

representation/communication with the Statewide CNPS organization.   

 

In making this nomination, we fully disclose that we cannot provide a comprehensive list 

of Larry’s abiding efforts and accomplishments on behalf of CNPS and the California 

flora, because, 1) they are so extensive, 2) his efforts predate the common use of 

personal computers thus documentation and exact dates are lost, and 3) Larry is a very 

humble, behind-the-scenes guy, who does not advertise his hard work and is instead 

quick to give credit to others.  To justify this nomination, we offer the following list of 

Larry’s activities and accomplishments on behalf of CNPS. 

 

North Coast Chapter Activities  

 

 Hospitality.  In the late 1980s, Larry was quick to recognize the importance of 

serving refreshments (coffee, tea, and snacks) at our evening programs, and for 

someone to meet and greet newcomers to create a welcoming and congenial 

atmosphere.  Larry was our Hospitality Chair from at least 1987 to the mid-

1990s, and in this role he made our evening programs that much more social, 

comfortable, interactive, and tasty. 
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 Plant Walk Leader. While our chapter had organized day-long field trips for many 

years, Larry was the first to recognize that these all-day field trips were missing a 

broader audience of participants, and he understood that a shorter time 

commitment would draw more and different people to CNPS.  So Larry instituted 

"plant walks," two-hour botanical walks at nearby locations.  He organized walk 

leaders, advertised these plant walks, and led many himself.  In 2001 alone, he 

organized 18 consecutive weekend plant walks from May to September, let by 

many different chapter members, or by Larry himself. These shorter and often 

more accessible plant walks have been very popular, and we have no doubt they 

have greatly increased the general botanical knowledge and floristic appreciation 

in our members and the public. 

 

 Publicity.  Promoting Chapter events to our membership and the public is critical 

to their success.  Larry has always been an enthusiastic and savvy advocate for 

effective publicity. Larry has been the Chapter Publicity Chair from (at least) 2000 

to present.  In this role, he has gleaned, compiled, written, and edited 100s of 

public service announcements, press releases, articles, fliers, and 

advertisements, and he has done so with keen marketing and editorial skill.  As 

such our chapter activities have been much better attended, successful, and 

known to the greater community. 

   

 Spring Wildflower Show Organizer.  Our annual Spring Wildflower Show is our 

Chapter’s largest, most complex, and premier public outreach and education 

event. It requires the help of scores of volunteers, including plant collectors, plant 

identifiers, hosts, organizers, and logistical supporters.  It is typically attended by 

over 800 people, including numerous grade-school classes.  It is also combined 

with our spring native plant sale, which is the principle chapter fundraiser.  Larry 

has been a co-coordinator and core organizer of our Spring Wildflower Show 

since before 1997 to present (over 20 years).  As a core organizer, Larry has had 

critical oversight and responsibility for key aspects, including master-minding the 

room layout; development of the teacher's guide; creation of the Humboldt 

Wildflower Habitats display; audio- visual equipment; designing the flier; and 

critically, managing the database and species identification cards, printing plant 

family signs, setting up the plant family layout, and supervising the plant 

identification crew.  It is highly likely that there might not be a spring wildflower 

show today were it not for Larry’s persistent and extensive organizing over so 

many years, especially during early critical years when our chapter considered 

suspending the wildflower show due to the vast amount of organizational effort it 

required.   
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 On-Line Rare Plant Inventory Pioneer. We take the CNPS On-line Rare Plant 

Inventory for granted now, but we must recognize that when the internet first 

became widespread in the early 1990s, Larry was a pioneer and early promoter 

of putting it on the Internet.  That effort alone was a vast contribution to CNPS 

and to rare plant conservation. 

 

 Web Master.  Larry was also a pioneer in getting the North Coast Chapter, and 

the CNPS state organization, an on-line presence. Back in the early 1990s, Larry 

became our Chapter webmaster—an important and time-consuming job that he 

has diligently performed to this day.  In so doing, Larry took our early nascent 

website, and turned the site into a beautiful interactive, informative, and up-to-

date web-portal, that became a standard for other chapters and influenced the 

development of the state CNPS website.   

 

 Scientific and Botanical Expertise.  It must be recognized that Larry is a solid 

scientific thinker and an experienced, ace botanist who has both a deep and a 

broad knowledge of the California flora, natural history, and ecological principles.  

Larry has done research on a number of rare plants, including Bensoniella 

(Bensoniella oregona), a saxifrage, and Howell’s alkali grass (Puccinellia 

howellii), among others.  Thus, for many chapter activities and decisions needing 

to be made, be it on education, conservation, or rare plant related, Larry provides 

sound, thoughtful, and credible scientific knowledge, expertise, and insight. 

 

Chapter Council and Statewide CNPS Activities 

 

 Chapter Council Delegate.  Larry has been the North Coast Chapter delegate to 

the Chapter Council from 2003 to present (going on 15 years). In this capacity, 

Larry has devoted 100s of volunteer hours annually to the furtherance of CNPS’ 

mission.       

 Chapter Council Vice-Chair.  Larry has been the Chapter Council Vice-Chair from 

2008 to present, and in this role he has taken on numerous leadership roles and 

responsibilities, contributing many ideas and innovations to the Council, both in 

policy and in process, only some of which are bulleted below: 

 Genetic Contamination Subcommittee Chair—his early commitment to this 

important issue foreshadowed Larry’s Phytophthora work. 

 Early and staunch advocate of greater utilization of web-based resources, such 
as a California Native Plant Link Exchange. 
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 Early advocate of the round-table approach at Chapter Council meetings for 
chapters to report and discuss their issues. He also worked to provide more 
opportunity for socializing, i.e. networking.  Previously all delegate time was 
scheduled to be listening to a speaker. 

 Governance committee member 

 Logistics Committee Chair (2011 to present) planning Chapter Council meetings.  
He has served in this role admirably, plan every Chapter Council meeting.  We   
all have fond memories of the many wonderfully organized, thoroughly enjoyable 
(and effective) Chapter Council meetings over the last many years: on the North, 
Central, and South Coasts, the Mohave Desert, Baja California, the High Sierra, 
the Owens Valley, Wine Country, the Cascades. You name it; we can be sure 
that Larry was deeply involved and working closely with a team to complete the 
myriad logistical aspects of those events—from travel, to lodging, from meals, to 
evening speakers, field trips, and meeting venues.  
 

A wise and long-time Chapter Council leader offered the following about Larry:  “No one 

has done more to keep the Chapter Council functioning and functional.”  In addition, 

Larry is known for inclusivity, development of Chapter Council members, helping to find 

delegates and leadership candidates, and for welcoming new delegates. 

  

CNPS is a complicated organization dealing with large, complex issues of State-wide 

significance.  Further, the Chapter Council is a large and diverse group with opinions 

and approaches to issues that can span a spectrum wider than the Great Central 

Valley.  Hence, Chapter Council discussions, policy deliberations, conflict resolution, 

creative problem solving, timely and effective governance and decision-making can 

sometimes be a challenge.  

 

To the great benefit to the Chapter Council and to CNPS, Larry has for over 15 years 

been engaged in these numerous, and at times contentious discussions, debates, or 

negotiations in his role as a Chapter Council delegate and Vice Chair. Larry famously 

chooses his words carefully.  As a Chapter Council delegate, Larry always strives for 

thoughtful, effective engagement that focuses on active listening, finding common 

ground, seeking consensus, deescalating tensions, conflict resolution, facilitating 

creative solutions, and diminishing interpersonal issues and focusing instead on the 

substance of the issue.  While Larry can certainly have his own strong opinions, he 

always strives to understand differing views and to give them voice, validation, and due 

consideration and deliberation while also promoting Parliamentary procedures.   

As such, Larry’s wisdom, insight, and typical calm equanimity has made the Chapter 

Council that much more effective and enjoyable to work with.  
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Finally, as stated above, Larry is a knowledgeable and experienced botanist, a solid 

scientific thinker and is well-versed in California natural history and ecological principles.  

As a conservation and educational organization, CNPS has relied upon Larry’s scientific 

and botanical expertise in guiding our decisions, polices, and ultimately, our mission for 

the 30 years that Larry has been an active CNPS member and leader. 

 

For all the above reasons, with deep gratitude, and on unanimous behalf of the North 

Coast Chapter Steering Committee, we find Larry Levine infinitely qualified to be a 

Fellow of CNPS, and we proudly nominate him for this high honor. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Carol Ralph  

 
President, North Coast Chapter  

 

Gordon Leppig 

 
North Coast Chapter Workshop Chair and  

Director of the Board 

 

 

 

 


