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50 YEARS
OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

LOOKING BACKWARD AT

The California Native Plant Society was established 

as a charitable educational and scientific organization 

in September 1965, just a few months after a group 

of scientists, gardeners, and plant lovers successfully 

united to save the globally important Tilden Botanic 

Garden.  In their first newsletter, CNPS founders 

assigned a responsibility that we honor to this day:

“ We who know the California manzanitas, the 

poppies and pines, the unique Santa Lucia firs 

and the miniature columbines of the High Sierra 

— we have the task of preservation and of caring 

that the people of tomorrow may know and love 

the magnificent array of flowers, shrubs and trees 

so lavishly bestowed upon our state. The Society’s 

goal is to make sure that no plant types are totally 

wiped out.

   Would you like to help save California’s native 

plants? What could be more worth your 

imaginative efforts than the program of  

the CNPS?”

– October 1965 issue of “CNPS Native Plant Notes”

Photos from top to bottom, R-L: 1971 Fremontia Cover of CNPS 
Field Trip at Old St. Hilary’s in Marin County; 1970 CNPS Field Trip 
from CNPS Newsletter; Santa Clara Valley Chapter Field Trip 1972; 
CNPS’s first plant sale, 1966.

Cover: Lasthenia with oaks. Photo courtesy Josie Crawford
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50 YEARS
OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH THIS PLAN

LOOKING FORWARD TOWARD

Photos from top to bottom, R-L: Poppy. Photo courtesy Stacey 
Flowerdew; Bill Waycott scours for tiny Hardham’s monkeyflower 
on a spring RPTH trip. Photo courtesy Danny Slakey; Child delights 
in flowers. Photo courtesy Julie M. Evens; RPTHers keying out 
Streptanthus breweri plants. Photo courtesy Sylvia Wright
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KNOW
GOAL 1 

Provide scientific information as the basis for the 
protection of native plants, plant communities, and 
landscapes

The first CNPS publication, in 1965, stated that “The Society’s goal is to 

make sure that no plant types are totally wiped out.” We still want all of our 

plants protected from extinction and want to ensure long-term conservation 

of key populations and vegetation communities. This requires understanding 

what we have and mapping where it occurs. Botanical science must 

continue to explore the taxonomic diversity of our flora, work largely 

performed by partners but that CNPS can support and promote. CNPS 

must then develop, aggregate, and analyze data to identify those taxa and 

occurrences (“conservation targets”) most at risk. We must then prioritize 

species, occurrences, and places for active or passive protection.

Pitcher Plants (Darlingtonia californica). Photo courtesy Stacey Flowerdew
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KNOW

Strategy 1: “Understand the flora”
We will improve scientific understanding of California plants and plant 
communities, including taxonomy, floristics, ecology, life history, etc.

Strategy 2: “Map and inventory”  
We will develop more complete and detailed information on the distribution 
and abundance of plants and plant communities, including mapping, 
specimen collection, other actions that support assessment and 
prioritization.

Strategy 3: “Assess and prioritize” 
We will  analyze data to identify and prioritize conservation targets. 

Collinsia heterophylla.  
Photo courtesy Stacey Flowerdew

Rare Plant Treasure Hunters keying out 
Streptanthus breweri plants.  
Photo courtesy Sylvia Wright

Calscape screenshot
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SAVE
GOAL 2 

Protect native plants and plant communities through 
effective and coordinated conservation action 

Conservation of California’s plants and plant communities requires 

several key resources: a strong legal framework to give us power to 

effect change; effective staff to act and coordinate action; dedicated 

partners to support our efforts; and a statewide network of committed 

activists. Improving any of these can make us more effective—improving 

all of them can save the flora.

Joshua Tree. Photo courtesy Greg Suba
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SAVE

Strategy 1: “Strengthen the power of the law”
We will build, strengthen, and maintain a robust legal and regulatory 
framework that CNPS and partners use to protect native plants.

Strategy 2: “Act to conserve” 
We will undertake conservation actions to proactively improve planning, 
and successfully respond to plans and projects that harm plants and plant 
communities.

Strategy 3: “Share quality information”
We will provide and promote reliable and current information to improve 
project planning and conservation action.

Seed banking.  
Photo courtesy Mona Robison

Bush monkeyflower (Diplacus aurantiacus).  
Photo courtesy Stacey Flowerdew

Pygmy cypress (Hesperocyparis pygmaea) survey.  
Photo courtesy Clare Golec
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ENHANCE 
& RESTORE

GOAL 3 

Conserve and reclaim space for native plants through 
horticulture and stewardship 

We want California native plants to be the standard in all residential and 

commercial landscapes. We envision a California where existing habitat 

is protected and new habitat is created by choosing locally native plants 

to conserve resources, create sustainable landscapes, and promote 

connectivity that enables organisms to best respond to climate change  

and other stressors.

Rare Plant Treasure Hunters. Photo courtesy Danny Slakey
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ENHANCE & RESTORE

Strategy 1: “Grow/connect supply and demand”
We will support and encourage increased horticultural use and production 
of high-quality local native plants and play an influential role by connecting 
producers and consumers.

Strategy 2: “Build expertise”
We will share expertise for creating and maintaining native plant landscapes.

Strategy 3: “Restore” 
We will promote, support, and perform ecologically based land 
stewardship activities and practices.

Hesperomecon linearis.  
Photo courtesy Nick Jensen 

Bryophyte chapter announced.  
Photo courtesy Nancy Morin 

Beautiful Native Garden.  
Photo courtesy  Susan Krzywicki
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ENGAGE/
ENERGIZE

GOAL 4

Support CNPS with efficient resources; increase public 
enthusiasm and support for California’s native plants; 
and cultivate and increase our network of partners. 

While our ultimate goal is to make such a difference that we “put 

ourselves out of business,” doing so will require sufficient resources, 

careful coordination, and a lot of time.  Ultimately, CNPS will be 

successful when there is stronger public understanding and support for 

protecting native plants and places, more powerful legal and regulatory 

tools, and from a larger community of active supporters.

CNPS Baja Field Trip. Photo courtesy David Berman
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ENGAGE/ENERGIZE

Strategy 1: “Strengthen  CNPS”
We will ensure that CNPS is strong and well-resourced.

Strategy 2: “Appreciate what we have!”
We will celebrate the beauty of our native plants and wild places.

Strategy 3: “Champion and promote good work by others” 
We will systematize and expand our role in publicizing and promoting the 
work of partner organizations and natural resource professionals, to benefit 
them, maintain relevance of CNPS, and advance our shared mission.

Desert bloom.  
Photo courtesy Nick Jensen 

Rare Plant Treasure Hunter.  
Photo courtesy John Dye of Rivers for Change

Student grant recipient Lee Ripma in Carrizo 
for Rare Plant Treasure Hunt.  
Photo courtesy Amber Swanson

Strategy 4: “Engage people of diverse backgrounds”
Because diversity is strength! 

Fremont’s tidytips (Layia fremontii).  
Photo courtesy Gary Zahm



THE CNPS MISSION

The mission of the California Native Plant 

Society is to conserve California native 

plants and their natural habitats, and 

increase understanding, appreciation, and 

horticultural use of native plants.

THE CNPS VISION

CNPS envisions a future where:

•    Californians actively support the Society’s mission, which is accomplished 
through education, plant science, advocacy, land stewardship and native 
plant gardening.

•    Californians value native plants, plant communities and healthy ecosystems 
as essential to the well-being of all living things.

•    Californians can experience native plants throughout the state, in natural 
environments and human-made landscapes.

•    California’s extensive and interconnected natural habitats are preserved.

•    CNPS is the leader for providing reliable information on California native 
plants and plant conservation. Comprehensive information about California’s 
flora and vegetation communities is available throughout the state for 
conservation and educational purposes.

•    CNPS’s leadership influences personal ethics and actions, as well as public 
policy for native plant protection.

CNPS Mission and Vision, adopted by Chapter Council December 6, 2009.  Photo Above: Purple owl’s clover and lupine courtesy Stacey Flowerdew. 


