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Management’s stewardship of the Clear

Creek Management Area near Hollister
have intensified. The area provides habitat for
the federally listed San Benito evening-primrose
and several other increasingly imperiled plants.
The primrose lives only on fragile serpentine soil
alluvial terraces in the Clear Creek Management
Area. For decades, CNPS and federal botanists
have been concerned by the heavy use of off-road
vehicles (ORVs) in the area. ORV use is associ-
ated with soil disturbance and erosion. The num-
ber of ORV users has recently increased by more
than 10 percent. While BLM has made some
efforts to protect plants and habitat, these efforts
have been largely ineffective.

To address the issue and in hopes of per-
suading BLM to better conserve the area, on
March 25, CNPS filed a notice of intent to sue
BLM. Seemingly in response, BLM allowed an
“enduro” race of more than 200 motorcycles
to run directly through a site it had previously
planned to close to protect two important prim-
rose occurrences. In areas that BLM has closed,
fences are regularly cut or taken down, effec-
tively eliminating the protection.

C NPS efforts to improve the Bureau of Land

LITIGATION MAY BE THE ONLY
REMAINING RECOURSE

Thus, on May 17 CNPS formally requested
that BLM close the Clear Creek Management
Area to recreational off-road vehicles until ade-
quate measures to protect sensitive plants and
their habitats have been put in place and
approved by the Fish and Wildlife Service (the
agency responsible for conserving federally
listed species). This request was denied in June.
CNPS is now unfortunately forced to contem-
plate litigation as the only remaining recourse
to gain effective protection for the rare plants
that live in the Clear Creek Management Area.

CNPS Files Notice of Intent Re. Clear Creek Management Plan
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The BLM recently released a new draft
plan and environmental impact state-
ment to designate routes and close sen-
sitive areas in Clear Creek. However, as
the motorcycle race shows, the BLM has
been unable, and sometimes unwilling,
to control illegal off-road vehicle use
and to protect rare and listed plants. For
example, a single law-enforcement offi-
cer remains responsible for enforcing
off-road vehicle restrictions over the
entire 30,000 acre Clear Creek Area. BLM
has also been unacceptably slow to adopt
or implement conservation measures.
The current draft plan is already more
than a year behind schedule. The pre-
vious management plan took many
years to finalize and then was never
implemented. So, even if a new plan is
adopted, we do not expect it to be imple-
mented without significant increases in

CNPS Monterey Chapter volunteer Brian LeNeve points out ORV
tracks in a Clear Creek area streambed that is “closed” to ORV use.

The federally listed San Benilo evening-primrose grows nearby. continued on page 6

Peirson’s Milkvetch Critical Habitat Reduced by
More Than 60 Percent

Dune-dweller closer to extinction

the Peirson’s milkvetch and effectively moved this rare Algodones dune dweller closer to extinction.
The ruling reduced the area of land on which the plant will be protected by more than 60 percent.
“Critical habitat” is a specific geographic area that is essential for the conservation of a threatened or
endangered species. Areas declared critical habitat may require special management and protection.
Critical habitat may also include an area that is not currently occupied by the species but that will be
needed for its recovery.
The Draft Critical Habitat issued by FWS (Figure 1) was identified using science-based modeling from
all available data and designated 52,780 acres of habitat.
Strikingly, the Final Habitat Rule announced in August reduced the amount of critical habitat to 21,863
acres. This new designation includes 16,509 acres that are already protected as wilderness—and thus
continued on page 6

O n August 4, 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) issued the Final Critical Habitat Rule for

PAGE 1



CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY .

VOL 34/ NO 4

A Note from the Executive Director
Tales of a poetic Chapter Council meeting

he night sky was brilliant with stars
T and my early morning walk revealed

a landscape haloed in mist. No, this
wasn’t an eco-tour. This was the September
Chapter Council meeting! More than sixty CNPS
folks gathered at the pastoral and secluded
Walker Creek Ranch in Marin County. If you
weren’t there, you missed rolling hills and a
running stream with alders and oaks—and a
lively meeting. The biologist Peter Bey inspired
us by identifying opportunities to strengthen
plant protection by refining and magnifying
the application of our rare plant list—the CNPS
Inventory.

Kudos to our hosts: Bob Soost and the Marin
Chapter; Lynn Houser, Betty Young and the Milo
Baker Chapter; Marcie Danner and the Napa
Chapter; Randy Zebell and the Yerba Buena
(SF) chapter. On Sunday morning, Wilma Fol-
lett and Doreen Smith, Marin Chapter, led a
hike to Abbott’s Lagoon. In addition to good
food, we indulged in donations from local micro-
breweries and wineries. Not too shabby.
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CNPS Press Online! Now you can buy CNPS
books and posters or renew your membership
with CNPS online. Special thanks to our con-
sultant John Donaghue and Paul Maas, CNPS
sales manager, who worked all summer to bring
the E-Bookstore to wuww.cnps.org. 'm proud
to say that T placed one of the first book orders.

Rare Plant Program. In August the Rare
Plant Program wrapped up its long-term plan-
ning effort, bringing to a close nine months
of analysis and volunteer effort. The group was
facilitated by old CNPS hand Jim Nelson and
produced a huge mural illustrating its hopes
and plans. The mural was displayed at the Chap-
ter Council meeting in Marin.

New staff. We're pleased to welcome Jessica
Olsen to CNPS. Tn August the East Bay Chap-
ter hired Jessica to be its first conservation ana-
Iyst. Kudos to the chapter for investing its own
funds, pursuing grants, and sending a very suc-
cessful appeal to its members requesting sup-
port for Jessica’s work. The goal is to make the
position permanent.

Development—one grant at a time.
This summer CNPS received funding from three
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new sources: the Resources Legacy Fund for
vegetation work; Patagonia for work on the four
Southern California Forests plan; and a pledge
from Aveda—as in hair care products - to make
CNPS the beneficiary of its Earth Month cam-
paign in April 2005. Numerous program staff
worked with Mike Tomlinson, development
director, to secure these funds.

Take a hike. One of my great pleasures as
executive director is visiting chapters. The North
Coast was the site of my most recent visit. In
wild, wet, and dynamic Humboldt County, CNPS
is a big player thanks to many superb volun-
teers. I counted seven mentions of CNPS in one
issue of a local paper! Special thanks to Chap-
ter President Carol Ralph for arranging my trip
and visits.

See you in December. The traditional CNPS
winter Chapter Council meeting will be at the
UG Berkeley Faculty Club. The Saturday evening
dinner honors CNPS Fellows and will feature a
stimulating speaker. It’s a great time to visit and
renew our bonds. For more information, see the
back cover. I hope to see you there. \¢

—Pamela C. Muick, Ph.D,
Executive Director,
pmuick@cnps.org

Volunteer Recognition Committee

Confers Honors

tember CNPS Chapter Council meeting. The committee’s own honoree was Michael Nettles

for his work in behalf of the Peralta Community Garden in Berkley with the group Califor-
nia Habitats/Indigenous Activists. Mike, a longtime CNPS member, is a master propagator who
uses local seeds and plant materials from the Regional Parks Botanic Garden at Tilden and the
Native Here Nursery, a project of CNPS and the East Bay Regional Parks.

Carol Witham, president of the CNPS Board, recognized Larry Levine for his dedicated service in
the interest of conservation of native flora in the North Coast area.

The committee also continues to note honors at the chapter level. One is San Luis Obispo’s Robert
F Hoover Award. Please inform the committee of any similar awards given by other chapters.

Now is the time to nominate for recognition others of those tireless volunteers who make CNPS one
of the country’s premier natural history societies. At the annual banquet, the committee would like to
honor the outstanding effort of folks like agency personnel, legislators, and rare plant activists, in addi-
tion to volunteers. Please submit nominations with the concurrence of chapter presidents. ¢

T he Volunteer Recognition Committee honored several outstanding individuals at the Sep-

Volunteer Recognition Committee, blairce@sbceo.org

—Charles Blair, Chair,






















