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The plant in the top photo with the graceful stalks of blue flowers is woolly blue curls. The plant in 
the foreground with the spiky leaves is probably a nolina. This inland scrub is on sandstone in the 
Santa Ana Mountains above Coal Canyon. 
 
The bottom photo is a desert wash in Red Rock Canyon State Park on the eastern side of the 
Sierras. There are creosote bushes and many other low-growing shrubs. The botanist is looking for 
the small flowering plants hiding in the shade or in the water drainages in the wash. 
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GRASSLAND  
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The top photo is a pine woodland above Lake Tahoe. The pines are probably Jeffrey pines 
which are common in the Sierra Nevada. 
 
The bottom photo is a large meadow in Rocky Oaks, a park in the Santa Monica 
Mountains. The blue flowers in the background are a small iris called blue-eyed grass.  
The bright rosy clover in the foreground is called owl’s clover. This is part of a grassland 
dominated by native bunchgrasses.  
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS FOR SCHOOL AND URBAN GARDENS
   COMMON  NAME(*=thorns) HABITAT GROWTH SOIL SUN ATTRACTS FRUITS: NATIVE

NEW SCIENTIFIC NAME (ALTITUDE) FLOWER 1y/Max Ht. TYPE WATER or BIRDS or EDIBLE? AMERICAN
(OLD SCIENTIFIC NAME ) ( '=feet) TIMES Width (pH) NEEDS SHADE INSECTS YES or NO USES

TREES (Woody trunk or trunks, 20 feet or taller when mature)
1 Bigleaf Maple Riparian Spring 10'/50' clay moderate cool sun no baskets

Acer macrophyllum (<5000') 20'spread (pH 4-8) to ample
2 White Alder Riparian Winter- 10'/50' clay,sandy ample full sun no dyes, to 

Alnus rhombifolia (300-8000') Spring 40'spread (pH 4-8) smoke meat
3 Madrone Woodland Spring 5-10'/40+' loam deep water cool sun birds yes food, tools,

Arbutus menziesii (300-5000') 30+'spread (pH 4-6.5) medicine
4 Incense Cedar Montane mature 1'/75' clay deep water full sun no tools,

Calocedrus decurrens Woodland seeds:Fall 30+'spread (pH 5-8) baskets
(1100-8000')

5 Mountain Dogwood Montane Spring, ?/40' loam deep water shade all yes dye, tools,
Cornus nuttallii Woodland Fall 20'spread (pH 4-7) drain well medicine

(3000-6000')
6 Flowering Ash Chaparral, Spring 6'/20' clay moderate cool sun insects no medicine

Fraxinus dipetala Riparian (pH 6-8)
(300-4000')

7 Arizona Ash Riparian Spring 10'/30' clay,sandy small cool sun no medicine
Fraxinus velutina (600-5000') (pH 6-8)

8 Toyon CSS,Chaparral, Summer 1'/15'(30') clay,sandy small full sun all yes food
Heteromeles arbutifolia Woodland 15'spread (pH 5-8)

(<4500')
9 California Walnut Chaparral, Spring 1'/25' clay,loam small cool sun birds yes food, dye

Juglans californica Woodland 20'spread (pH 6-8)
(150-3000')

10 Fernleaf Catalina Ironwood Island Chaparral Spring, ?/60' clay deep water full sun insects no
Lyonothamnus floribundus (60-1700') Summer 30'spread (pH 5-8) drain well

11 Wax Myrtle CSS, Forest Spring ?/35' clay,sandy deep water cool sun no
Morella californica (<500') 10'+spread (pH 4-7.5) drain well
(Myrica californica )

12 Coulter Pine Montane Wdlnd mature 1'/60' clay,sandy small full sun yes food, gum,
Pinus coulteri Woodland seeds in (pH 5-7.5) medicine

(<10,000') 2-3 years
13 Singleleaf Pinyon Pine Pinyon-Juniper 20 years 4'/20' sandy small full sun birds yes food, gum,

Pinus monophylla Woodland before tree (pH 6-7.5) medicine
(<9000') bears seeds

CSS=Coastal Sage Scrub Creosote Bush=Desert Wash
Island=Catalina Island 137 Pinyon-Juniper=Pinyon-Juniper Woodland
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS FOR SCHOOL AND URBAN GARDENS
     COMMON NAME(*=thorns) HABITAT GROWTH SOIL SUN ATTRACTS FRUITS: NATIVE

NEW SCIENTIFIC NAME (ALTITUDE) FLOWER 1y/MaxHt. TYPE WATER or BIRDS or EDIBLE? AMERICAN
(OLD SCIENTIFIC NAME ) ('=feet) TIMES Width (pH) NEEDS SHADE INSECTS YES or NO USES

TREES(continued)
14 Digger Pine Foothill mature 1'/45' clay small full sun birds yes food, gum,

Pinus sabiniana Woodland seeds 2 yrs (pH 6-8) medicine
(300-5000')

15 Western Sycamore Riparian Winter- 3'/75' silty,sandy ample full sun all no building
Platanus racemosa (<6500') Spring (pH 5-8) materials

16 Western Cottonwood Riparian Spring 30'/80' silty,sandy ample full sun all no food: bark
Populus fremontii ssp, fremontii (<6500') (pH 6-8) building

materials
17 Black Cottonwood Riparian Spring 30'/100' clay,sandy moderate cool sun all no food:bark

Populus trichocarpa (<9000') (pH 4-7) building
(P. balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa ) materials

18 Hollyleaf Cherry Chaparral, Spring ?/25' clay,sandy small cool sun all yes food
Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia Woodland 10'+spread (pH 4-8) drain well
(*=spiny-edged leaves) (<5000')

19 Catalina Cherry Island Chaparral Spring ?/50' clay,sandy moderate full sun all yes food
Prunus ilicifolia ssp. lyonii (<2000') 15'spread (pH 5-7.5) deep water
(Prunus lyonii )

20 Big Cone Spruce Chaparral, mature ?/60' sandy, small full sun birds no roots:
Pseudotsuga macrocarpus Woodland seeds 25'spread loam baskets

(600-8000') 1st year (pH 6-7.5)
21 Coast Live Oak Chaparral, Spring 3'/80' clay,sandy deep water cool sun all yes:with food:acorns

Quercus agrifolia Riparian, 50'spread (pH 4-8) drain well processing very good
(*=spiny-edged leaves) Woodland

(<5000')
22 Canyon Live Oak Woodland Spring 3'/60' clay deep water cool sun all yes:with food: acorns

Quercus chrysolepis (600-8500') (pH 6-8) processing poor taste
23 Engelmann Oak Savanna, Spring 2'/50' clay loam deep water cool sun all yes:with food: acorns

Quercus engelmannii Woodland widespread processing poor taste
(<4200')

24 Calif. Black Oak Hill Woodland Spring 2'/80' clay, sandy deep water full sun all yes:with food: acorns
Quercus kelloggii (600-8000') (pH 5-7.5) drain well processing very good

25 Valley Oak Savanna, Spring 2-4'/70' clay,loam deep water full sun all yes:with food: acorns
Quercus lobata Woodland widespread  (pH 6-8) drain well processing poor taste

(<5500')
CSS=Coastal Sage Scrub Creosote Bush=Desert Wash
Island=Catalina Island 138 Pinyon-Juniper=Pinyon-Juniper Woodland
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